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On July 16, 2024, close to 40 members and guests of the National Association of Workforce Boards held their summer
meeting in New Bern, NC, hosted by the Eastern Carolina Workforce Development Board. On Wednesday, July 17th the
members boarded a bus and toured the rural and coastal areas of Eastern North Carolina. This trip took them to
Pamlico County featuring a ride on the Minnesott-Cherry Branch ferry, part of the NC Ferry System. The bus then arrived
at Parker Offshore near Beaufort NC for a tour of their boat manufacturing facility, hosted by Sheila Glazewski, ECWDB
board member, and other members of the Parker Offshore team. This tour included refreshments and gifts while Parker
staff shared the importance of their relationship with Carteret Community College for job training.

The tour continued to Newport NC to visit Veneer Technologies, where Mike Kraszeski, ECWDB board member, and his
team shared a tour of the manufacturing plant as well as how they have developed strategies to address employee
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housing, by developing the “Veneer Village” to provide homes for workers. This has helped with recruiting and retention
of their workforce. They also hire workers through prison work-release as well as through the local re-entry efforts.
     

The group then was provided a traditional Eastern North Carolina BBQ lunch by Moore’s Olde Tyme BBQ on the
campus of Carteret Community College in Morehead City, hosted by Perry Harker and his team. 
     

The group then returned to New Bern and boarded two trollies, chartered from New Bern Tours and Convention
Services, for a guided tour of Historic Downtown New Bern. 
     

The Trollies then took the group to the VOLT Center for a tour hosted by Eddie Foster and his team from Craven
Community College. This was followed by a traditional Eastern North Carolina seafood buffet prepared and served by
Meghan Margarum and her students in the Culinary Arts program. 
     

On Thursday, the group held informational sessions at the Double Tree Hotel including a visit from “Governor William
Tryon,” also known sometimes as Bill Green.
     

Thank you to sponsorships from the National Association of Workforce Boards, the North Carolina Workforce
Commission, the North Carolina Association of Workforce Boards, and other board sponsors. 
     

New Bern, and the Eastern North Carolina Workforce Board nine-county area were pleased to serve a host for this
group of visitors from across the country so we could show them how we do it in The Heart of Eastern North Carolina. 
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